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Horeward 


The object of this paper is to give authentic data on 
the origin of the Missouri State Seal, the research ex- 
tending over a period of more than a year’s time. Many 
visits have been made to the Burekhartt ancestral grounds 
and to the homes of relatives and friends in Central Mis- 
souri, mainly in Howard, Chariton, Randolph and Boone 
counties, This paper has been prepared with strict ad- 
herence to facts and testimony from reliable sources. 
Grateful acknowledgement is made to Dr, Walter Wil- 
liams, Dean of the School of Journalism, University of 
Missouri, Columbia; Dr. C, H. MeClure, Division of Social 
Science, State Teachers College, Kirksville, Missouri; Mr. 
Floyd C. Shoemaker, Secretary of the Missouri Historical 
Society, Columbia; Honorable Perry F, Rader, historian 
and reporter for the Supreme Court of Missouri, Jeferson 
City; Henry T. Burekhartt, former editor of Fayette Ad- 
vertiser, Fayette, Howard County; Mr. Ward Edwards, 
Librarian, State Teachers College, Warrensburg, Missouri. 


The following friends and relatives now living knew 
George F, Burckhartt personally and have given valuable 
and interesting data on the subject of his designing the 
State Seal: Mrs. George Ella Burckhartt Miller, Sumner; 
“Uncle Dick” Crews, near Columbia; Mrs, Adeliah Fray, 
Marshall; Mr. Nicholas B. Jeters, Butler; Mr. Walter 
Knaus, Springfield; Mr. John Knaus, Knob Noster; Mrs. 
Lousley, near Moberly; Mrs. Clemmi Walton, Lexington; 
and the following all of whom are living in New Franklin, 
Mrs. Lyda Stewart Herndon, Mr. George Edwards, Mrs. 
Gus Turner, Mr. N. Taylor Kingsbeery, and Mr, John 
Heath. 


It is impossible to mention al) who have aided in var- 
ious ways in compiling data for this story. 

Many thanks are due all, special thanks are due to 
Mrs. EF. A. Jenner, Columbia; Dr. Joe Billy Taylor, Hunts- 
ville, and Mr. Charles Effiott Estif, 

MARY MILLER SMISER 
Warrensburg, Missouri. 


George Frederick Burckhartt 


Designer of 


The Missouri State Seal 


Interesting Historical Review Compiled by Mary Miller Smiser, a 
Great Grand Daughter of Warrensburg 


Tradition has long credited the 
designing of the State Seal to 
George Frederick Burckhartt of 
Howard county. Recent investiga- 
tion confirms this. At times, other 
men have been given the credit of 
designing the Coat of Arms, but 
no proof has been furnished to 
substantiate the claims. 

It has been suggested that a 
committee made the design, but 
the Seal itself bears evidence of 
a unity of thought that would pre- 
clude such an origin. That the 
design must have been the work 
of one individual is the opinion of 
historians. 

Dean William's Opinion 

Dean Walter Williams of Colum- 
bia, Missouri, who has known the 
Burckhartt family for many years 
and who has been a lifelong friend 
of Henry T. Burckhartt of Los 
Angeles, California, formerly edi- 
tor of the “Fayette Advertiser,” 
has this to say in an article pub- 
lished by “The Kansas City Post” 
and copied by the Missouri His- 
torical Review, October, 1919. 

“Not many persons know just 
where Missouri secured her coat 
of arms or that it was designed in 
Howard county. When Missouri 
was admitted into the Union the 
powers were then required to se- 
lect a man—“an honest man, a 
man of great learning”—to get up 
a device and motto for the state 
of Missouri. George Frederick 
Burckhartt was chosen for that 
work. He was chosen because he 
was honest, because he was wise, 
and because he was learned, he 
being one of the best educated men 
of our then infant state. Mr. 


Burckhartt took the matter under 
advisement, and after spending 
much time and labor, produced the 
device of the crescent, the bears, 
and the bee-hive, with the motto, 
“Salus Populi Suprema Lex Esto.” 
And it was adopted as the official 
state seal. It has been made into 
a great seal and the original was 
supposed to have been lost for 
years. When Claiborne F, Jack- 
son was governor he issued a proc- 
lamation declaring Missouri out 
of the Union, left the state capital 
to escape capture by federal troops 
and took with him the great seal. 
That was the original, not the 
fascimile used in the press to 
stamp public documents. It has 
been kept under lock and key in 
the office of the seerétary of state. 
Governor Jackson died in 1862 and 
was succeeded by Thomas C, Rey- 
nolds then a resident of St, Louis. 
It was suggested to him that he 
should return it to the state. 

“] will return it,” replied the 
governor, “whenever Missouri has 
a governor legally elected at the 
polls.” No persuasion could move 
him. When Joseph W. McClung, 
Republican, was elected governor 
in 1868, defeating John S. Phelps, 
the Democratic nominee, Governor 
Reynolds decided to return the 
the great seal. The seal has been 
in use ever since.” 

Recently, when interviewed on 
the subject, Dean Williams said: 
“Personally, I think George F. 
Burekhartt designed the State Seal 
and should be given credit for the 
same. My information came from 
Honorable A. A. Lesseuer, then 
secretary of state, who in turn 


secured his information from Gov- 
ernor Reynolds, I was told. The 
‘Select Committee,’ composed of 
Chauney Smith, of St. Charles; 
James Alcorn and Elias Elston, 
hoth of Tloward county, received 
the report from George F. Burck- 
hartt, who presented it to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, where it was ac- 
cepted by both Tlouses. George 1’. 
Burekhartt, not the ‘Select Com- 
mittee,’ designed the State Seal,” 
Bureckhartt Law 

Upon the admission of Missouri 
into the Union the Constitution 
provided for a “Seal of State,” 
which should not be subject. to 
change. The Journals of the First 


Session of the General Assembly 
show that the members of the 
House and Senate failed repeated- 
ly in their effort to secure a suit- 
able design for a “Seal of State.” 
When the Second Session conven- 
ed November 6, 1821, Governor 
McNair in reading his message to 
the General Assembly said: “Con- 
siderable inconvenience daily arises 
from want of a ‘Seal of State’ and 
I deem it proper to remind you of 
the necessity of supplying the de- 
ficiency at the present session.” 
On reading the Journals of the 
House and Senate for the Second 
Session of the First General Ag- 
sembly which lasted a little over 
two months, we find the Senate 
took no part in making provision 
for a “Seal of State.’ The whole 
matter was delegated to the House 
in whose hands it soon became a 
“Howard County responsibility.” 
The day following the reading 
of Governor MecNair’s message, 
Duff Green, a member and repre- 


sentative of Howard eounty, and 
an influential citizen and a personal 
friend of George FPF. Burckhartt, 
moved that that part of the gover- 
nor’s message pertaining to a 
“Seal of State” be referred to a 
“Seleet Committee.’ As mention- 
ed above, the said committee was 
composed of Chauncy Smith of St. 
Charles county, and Elston and Al- 
corn of Howard county. It was 
to this “Select Committee” that 
Dean Williams has referred. 

Dean Walter Williams writing 
in the “Boonville Advertiser” Dee- 
ember 7, 1906, says the Burekharlt 
law which established the great 
seal runs thus: 

“The device for an armorial ae- 
hievement for the State of Mis- 
souri shall be as follows, to wit: 
Arms, parted per pale, on the dex- 
ter side; gules, the white of griz- 
vly bear of Missouri, passant 
guardant, proper on a chief en- 
railed; azure, a eresent argent; 
on the sinister side, argent, the 
arms of the United States; the 
whole with a band inscribed with 
the words ‘United we stand, di- 
vided we fall.’ For the erest, over 
a helmet full faced, grated with six 
bars, or a cloud proper, from 
which ascends a star, argent, on 
an azure field, surrounded by a 
cloud proper. Supporters on each 
side, a white or grizzly bear of 
Missouri, rampant, guardant prop- 
er, standing on a seroll, inseribed 
with the motto. ‘Salus populi sup- 
remo lexo esto,’ and under the seroll 
the numerical letters MDCCXX. 
And the great seal of the state 
shall be so engraved as to present 
by its impression the device of the 
armorial achievement aforesaid, 
surrounded by a_seroll inseribed 
with the words, ‘The Great Seal of 
Missouri,” in Roman — capitals; 
which seal shall be in a cireular 
form, and not more than two and 
a half inches in diameter,’ 

Former Sec. Lesseuer and Daugh- 
ter Give Testimony 

The Revised Statutes, 
state show a correction 


of the 
in the 


eS — 


wording of a phrase of heraldry, 
describing an emblem on the seal. 
This revision was done in 1889, 
when Honorable A, A. Lesseuer, 
Sceretary of State, was a member 
of the Revision Committee. 


Colonel Lesseuer’s daughter, Miss 
Octavia, of Los Angeles, who as- 
sisted her father during the twelve 
years he was secretary of state, 
said in a recent interview with 
Venry T, Barckhartt, Los Angeles, 
“T have always wnderstood that 
George Frederick Burckhartt de- 
signed the State Seal. The Seal 
now being used by the several see- 
retaries of the State of Missouri 
is not the original seal, but is the 
duplicate, The original seal, a 
gold mounted affair, is stored away 
in a small vault in the Secretary of 
State’s office in Jefferson City.” 
When visiting the Seeretary of 
State's office last summer, we were 
shown the original seal to which 
Miss Lesseuer refers, 


Prom the foregoing it is very 
evident that Seeretary Lesseuer 
had first hand information concern- 
ing the authorship of the State 
Seal, and the records show that he 
has shown an intelligent interest 
in heraldvy. With such convine- 
ing evidence there can be little 
doubt in the publie mind that his 
testimony should be accepted as 
authority in the matter. 

The Alcorn family was Closely 
connected with the Burekhartt fam- 
ily, for, during the War of 1812, 
they lived together in Fort Kineaid 
near Old Franklin. George F. 
Burekhartt was a well educated 
man of his day, and understood the 
language of heraldry. This the 
committee knew. They also knew 
that he was qualified to design a 
“Seal of State,” and asked him to 
submit a report which was accepted 
without change, tradition tells us. 

Thus far in our research, whieh 
covers more than a year’s time, we 
have not learned of anyone other 
than Burekhartt, for whom elaim 
has heen made for the authorship 


of the law which gave Missouri her 
State Seal. Is it not strangely 
convincing that this tradition 
should live for more than a hundred 
years and still be repeated by 
people now living in various parts 
of the state, none of whom knew 
that others had been solicited for 
information on the subject? Each 
testimony has been apparently giv- 
en from a spirit of patriotism and 
with all candor. Many of these 
people are not acquainted, though 
most of them have at some time 
lived in Howard, Randolph, or 
Chariton county and knew George 
l’. Burekhartt personally. : 

In the fire of 1837, which des- 
treyed the State Capitol Building 
at Jefferson City many valuable 
documentary papers were lost for 
all time, The records we now have 
were restored from memory by 
mombers of the General Assembly 
prior to 1887, 

Hloweyer, from another source 
we have secured most reliable and 
authentic data on the subject of 
the designing of the State Seal. 
We are here giving testimony 
from some of those who knew 
George PF. Burekhartt and heard 
him tel) of his originating the de- 
sign and of his pwiving the inter- 
pretation which appeared in an ar- 
ticle entitled “Explanation,” in the 
St. Louis, Missouri Gazette five 
days after Governor MeNair sign- 
ed the bill which was known as the 
Burekhartt law, and from various 
historians of the State. 

Personal Evidence by Relatives and 
Friends 

There are now living two grand- 
daughters of George Frederick 
Burckhartt, Mrs. George Ella Mil- 
ler of Summer, Mo., formerly Miss 
George Ella Burekhartt of Jack- 
sonville, Missouri, and Mrs, Wu- 
gene Jackson of Huntsville, Mis- 
souri, formerly Miss Ella Burek- 
hartt. 

Mrs. Miller, in conversation with 
Mr. Floyd Shoemaker, Secretary 
ol the Missouri State Historical 
Society nnd the writer said: “TI 


am the youngest daughter of Dr, 
Cc, I. Burekhartt, who was an 
early pioneer of Randolph county, 
and the grand-daughter of George 
Frederick Burekhartt who devised 
the coat of arms for the state of 
Missouri. My father’s house was 
built of hewn logs of walnut tim- 
ber. The shingles and weather- 
boarding were of walnut also, all 
of which were cut from the land 
on which he settled. I remember 
grandfather’s visiting us in this 
old home and how we all sat about 
the fire place talking. His pres- 
ence was so impressive. His head 
was white and his body slightly 
bent with the weight of years, I 
remember distinctly that my father 
and grandfather talked over the 
settlements of Randolph county and 
the adjoining county of Chariton, 
for grandfather had lived in each 
county at the time they were or- 
ganized as counties, all of which 
territory was originally Howard 
county. (The old house is. still 
standing and in good condition, 
near Jacksonville, Mo.) 


“Grandfather's intelligence plac- 
ed him first in political organiza- 
tions, He was deeply interested in 
polities and all affairs pertaining 
to the government. He was a 
member of the First General As- 
sembly after Missouri was admit- 
ted to the Union, I have always 
cherished the thought that Grand- 
father was a patriotic citizen of 
the same calibre as the men who 
signed the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence.” 


“T also recall hearing my grand- 
father and his sons discussing the 
affairs of the state government in 
pioneer days. He told us how he 
was chosen by the ‘Select Commit- 
tee’ of the House to submit a de- 
sign for the State Seal which he 
did, how his design was accepted 
without change and that it was 
often spoken of as the Burckhartt 
law. Many times in later years 
have I heard Uncle George, the 
“Old Judge,” as he was familiarily 
known, tell of his father devising 


the coat of arms for Missouri. I 
am sure this honor came to grand- 
father because he was a man of 
superior mentality and intelligence. 
Throughout his long life he had 
been a great reader and was bless- 
ed with a splendid memory.” 

Mrs. Ella B. Jackson, the young- 
est grandchild living, states: “I 
have often heard my father, Judge 
George H. Burckhartt, tell of his 
father, Judge George F, Burek- 
hartt, designing the State Seal. 
This statement I have often heard 
repeated all of my life by the older 
men and women of Randolph coun- 
ty who knew the family.” 

Mrs. Betty Burekhartt Talbot of. 
Fayette, great niece of George F. 
Burekhartt, recently told me that 
her cousin, the late George H. 
Burekhartt, of Huntsville, son of 
the said George I’, Burekhartt, had 
said many times: “Betty, you will 
in the future hear it denied that 
your Uncle George, my father, de- 
signed the Missouri State Seal. 
There was high feeling at the 
time and men of the day refused 
to credit my father in history with 
this work. I want you to know and 
always stand firm in your state- 
ment that George IF’, Burekhartt 
designed the Missouri State Seal.” 
“Tor,” said the Judge, “my 
father has told me many times 
why he suggested the emblems and 
devices found on the State Seal, 
and of his report being accepted 
by the General Assembly.” 


Mrs. Talbot said further: “The 
Judge was so in earnest. T recall 
clearly the expression on his face 
as he repeated the part his father 
had taken in designing the state 
seal, I have heard the Judge and 
my father C. @. Burckhartt speak 
of Uncle George’s strong mind and 
wonderful intelligence, all of which 
produced a remarkable impression 
on my youthful mind, and made 
me happy to know that he was my 
uncle,” 


In central Missouri there are 
many men and women living today 
who knew Judge George H. Burck- 


hartt when he was circuit judge of 
the Second District, now Ninth Dis- 
triet, which composed the counties 
of Calloway, Boone, Howard, and 
Randolph. This office he held for 
twenty-cight years. Honorable 
North Todd Gentry of Columbia, 
Missouri, a former judge of the 
Supreme Court said: “I was ad- 
mitted to the bar under Judge 
Burekhartt. His word has always 
been accepted as authority. In 
1881 Judge Burekhartt was called 
to St. Louis to try one of the noted 
murder cases of Missouri vs. Kring. 
In this case he distinguished him- 
self as a trial judge and attracted 
the attention of the entire state. 
Judge Burekhartt was the first 
judge from a county cireuit to be 
called to St. Louis to hold court; 
and his eminent fairness and abil- 
ily came near making him judge of 
the Supreme Court.” 

Mrs. Mattie Pitts Burekhartt 
of Huntsville, whose husband was 
Dorsey Burckhartt, son of the late 
Judge, said: “We visited frequent- 
ly at the Judge’s home. He was 
fond of people and often entertain- 
ed great crowds, young and old, 
with his reminiscences and jokes. 
I have heard him tell how his 
father originated the design for the 
state seal and of this interpreta- 
tion of the emblems thereon. He 
was vitally interested in the wel- 
fare of the county and state and 
served both in office. Being a man 
of high mentality and well in- 
formed, he was constantly being 
called upon for information on the 
various questions of the day. By 
his friends and politicians he was 
called “The Walking Eneyclopedia 
of the West.” 

The Judge’s father was strietly 
moral and religious in his habits. 
One time when absent from home 
as Judge of the Court, one of his 
neighbors stealthily took one of 
his fine horses from the stable and 
raced it on Sunday. The old Judge 
came home and shortly heard 
about the matter, which vexed 
him. Whereupon he remarked to 


his wife: “Well, Ruthy, it is hard 
for one to preserve his Christian 
integrity and own race stock when 
away from home trying to do his 
duty to his country.” 

W. T. Dameron, long a resident 
of Huntsville, Missouri, who serv- 
ed as a Randolph county official 
for many years said: “I have heard 
old settlers of Randolph county say 
that George F. Burekhartt was 
the designer of the State Seal of 
Missouri. This is generally under- 
stood to be a fact, I have never 
heard it disputed and have never 
read any historical fact to the 
contrary. He was a very intelli- 
gent man, I have heard my 
father speak of him many times as 
being a fine man and a popular cit- 
izen. Of course I was well ac- 
quainted with his son, George H. 
Burekhartt.” 

Betty C. Burekhartt, daughter of 
the late Mathias Nicholas Burek- 
hartt of Fayette, quotes her father, 
who was a nephew of Geoerge 
Frederick Burekhartt, with whom 
he was closely associated for more 
than forty years, in these words: 
“Three men were selected by the 
House committee to present de- 
signs for the proposed State Seal, 
each one expressing his own idea 
of what the State Seal should be. 
The House committee was to choose 
one design from those submitted, 
or reject all. The Seal of State as 
it now stands is exactly as Uncle 
George designed it. However, 
there existed much feeling and 
envy, and men of the day refused 
to give Unele George eredit for 
the work.” 

Mrs. Lydia Stewart Herndon of 
New Franklin, on June 11, 1928, 
had this to say concerning George 
Frederick Burckhartt: “TI boarded 
in his house and attended the semi- 
nary in New Franklin. My mother 
and father, Mr, and Mrs, Hugh 
Stewart, were happy to have me 
fall into the hands of such dear, 
good people when away from home 
at school. Unele George was con- 
sidered by everybody to be such 


a distinguished, intelligent, fine old 
gentleman, the very best educated 
man in our community. He took 
great pleasure in assisting me in 
my work. lspecially did I find 
him helpful in Natural Philosophy, 
which was my hardest study. Aunt 
Sally and Uncle George were both 
consistent, happy Christians, and 
members of the Southern Metho- 
dist church. T shall always remem- 
ber his many kindnesses to me.” 

Mr. Walter C. Knaus, of the 
Springfield Seeurity Company, of 
Springfield, Missouri, formerly of 
the Howard County Court, a vener- 
able gentleman of the old school, 
who is now in his eighty-sixth year 
writes in a very positive way of 
Burekhartt’s designing the State 
Seal: “Yes, beyond all doubt, 
Burekhartt was the designer of the 
Missouri State Seal. He was asked 
by the “Select Committee” of the 
Legislature to originate a design 
for the seal. I remember well hear- 
ing him tell my father all about 
it. He asked for time in which to 
give due consideration to the mat- 
ter, and when he reported at the 
end of the year, the seal was ac- 
cepted without change. Many 
times ‘from way back’ the his- 
toric event has appeared in public 
print. He was a man of learning 
of very general, even wide intelli- 
gence, His character commanded 
universal respect; a kindlier man 
none of us knew. I recall a con- 
versation I heard between “Uncle 
George,” as he was called in the 
little town of New Franklin, and 
my father, which is very clear in 
my mind. In that conversation 
Uncle George, whose statements 
never got tangled over anything, 
positively told my father, who was 
interested and desired assurance, 
that he, Uncle George, was the de- 
signer of the State Seal. There 
was not one bit of question in the 
community as to who was the de- 
signer of the State Seal.” 


Opinions of State Historians 


A recent letter from Honorable 
Perry IF’. Rader states that he 


knew Mr. Knaus well when he liy- 
ed in Fayette, and believes his let- 
ter another persuasive argument 
for the claim that George Freder- 
ick Burckhartt was the designer of 
the Great Seal. Mr. Rader further 
writes: “It is certain that the 
law presenting the emblems and 
devices was not framed by mem- 
hers of either house. Many things 
indicate that Mr. Burekhartt did 
understand the language of heral- 
dry and there is the presistent tra- 
dition that he was “the designer of 
the seal.” The Journal records 
indicate that Chauncy Smith re- 
ported the bill in the house Decem- 
ber 31, 1821. However Smith did 
not frame the bill, neither did Al- 
corn; neither did Elston.” 

For further discussion on sub- 
ject by Mr. Rader see Missouri 
Historical Review April 1929, pp. 
457-460, 

Since George F, Burekhartt was 
not a member of either house at 
the time the seal was designed, 
Mr. Rader’s statement gives added 
strength to the claim that Burek- 
hartt was the designer. 

During the St. Louis World’s 
Fair, which was held in 1904, on 
the one hundredth aniversary of 
the purchase of the Louisiana Ter- 
ritory, there was on display in the 
Missouri Tlistorical Exhibit the 
original State Seal. At this time 
the designing of the State Seal 
was given to someone other than 
George F. Burekhartt. This error 
was noted by the late Colonel W. 
F, Switzler of Columbia, Mo. On 
returning Colonel Switzler exclaim- 
ed very emphatically to Henry T. 
Burekhartt, a great Nephew, then 
on the “Columbia Statesman,” 
“Such a statement is a gross error; 
George F. Burckhartt designed the 
Missouri State Seal,” 

Honorable Perry F. Rader, his- 
torian, in his article, “The Great 
Seal of Missouri” published in the 
Missouri Historical Review, Jan- 
uary, 1929, says: “It is very dif- 
fieult to account for the bears in 
the law, unless General Ashley, a 


fur trader, had a part in framing 
it. Why Mr. Ashley, when other 
Prominent men of the day were in- 
terested also in fur trading? 

George F. Burckhartt’s younger 
brother, Hugh, who was known to 
he a brave Indian fighter, was also 
a great hunter and trapper on the 
Upper Missouri River. The fur 
traders and trappers penetrated 
far into the wilds of the Rocky 
Mountains where game was plenti- 
ful. The grizzly bear was known 
to George FP. Burckhartt and many 
other pioneer Missourians, whose 
interests extended far into the 
West. 

In later years, George F. Burck- 
hartt’s son, Judge George H. 
Burckhartt, who was an ardent 
hunter and always found of the 
chase, designed a seal for the cir- 
cuil court of Moberly, the design of 
which is a deer in chase, represent- 
ing a hunt in the vicinity of that 
place. George Frederick Burek- 
hartt himself enjoyed nothing bet- 
fer than a good day of spirited 
hunting. 

Later in life, when visiting his 
son, Dr. C. F. Burckhartt, of Jack- 
sonville, he often accompanied his 
grandsons, who were students in 
McGee College on week-end hunt- 
ing trips. The hunters’ horn was 
heard at daybreak. The baying 
of the hounds, Remus, Brutus, Hen- 
ry Clay, and Cieero, made the 
woodlands ring. I mention these 
incidents here only to show how 
generally hunting, trapping and fur 
trading had been practiced in the 
Burekhartt family. 

Mr. Houck in his history of Mis- 
souri, published in 1908, page 
(271), makes conjecture that Judge 
Nathaniel Beverly Tucker might 
have written “Explanation,” though 
history does not connect Tucker's 
name with the authorship of the 
State Seal until 1881, or there- 
about, more than fifty years after 
he had returned to his native state 
of Virginia. This was just a few 
years before Honorable A, A. Les- 
sener became Secretary of State of 


Missouri. It was from Mr. Lesseuer 
that Dean Williams secured his in 
formation that George F, Burek- 
hartt designed the Missouri State 
Seal. Lesseuer heard the story 
from Governor Thomas C. Rey- 
nolds, who in all probability was 
known to George F. Burckhartt. 

Dr. CG. H. McClure, head of Di- 
vision of Social Science, Kirksville 
State Teachers College, said on 
June 10, 1928; “It is absurd to pre- 
sume that Judge N. B. Tucker had 
anything to do with the making of 
the State Seal. It is inconceivable 
that Tucker should himself frame 
a law that was opposed to his own 
doctrine. He was a strong advocate 
of State Rights and for that reo- 
son could not have phrased the 
language which describes the State 
Seal. The fact that Burekhartt was 
not a member of the General As- 
sembly is a significant reason why 
his name was omitted as the de- 
signer of the State Seal. 

Dr. C. H. McClure, head of Di- 
vision of Social Science, Kirksville 
Teachers College, on March 16, 
1929, gave out the following sign- 
ed statement: “I have examined 
the manuscripts and data in pos- 
session of Mrs. Mary Miller Smiser 
and am convineed that George F. 
Burckhartt was the designer of the 
State Seal.’ 

The “Explanation” 

The “Explanation” which follows 
appeared in the Missouri Gazette, 
January 16, 1822, five days after 
the passing of the Burekhartt law 
and no doubt was written by Geor- 
ge F. Burekhartt, who designed 
the seal. For like Thomas IH. Ben- 
ton, he believed in the Union and 
that it must be preserved. Such a 
belief is in harmony with the senti- 
ment as expressed in the article 
‘Qxplanation.” It does not seem 
that it would have been difficult 
for the one who originated the 
design for the state seal to have 
written “Explanation,” which is 
only an interpretation of the sym- 
bolism found thereon. Indeed the 
two are so closely connected it 


seems that it could not have been 
otherwise. 

By many the coat of arms is 
considered a fancy picture, but to 
those who know of the origin of 
the coat of arms it possesses a 
deep and profund meaning, signifi- 
eantly expressed in appropriate 
heraldic language. 

“The arms of the state of Mis- 
souri and of the United State, yet 
separated by a pale, denote the 
connection existing between the 
two governments, and show that, 
although connected by a compact, 
yet we are independent as to in- 
ternal concerns; the words sur- 
rounding the shield denote the nec- 
essity of the Union. Quadruped are 
the most honorable bearings. The 
great grizzly bear being almost 
peculiar to the Missouri River and 
its tributaries, and remarkable for 
its prodigious size, strength, and 
courage, is borne as the principal 
charge on our shield. The color 
of the shield is red, and denotes 
hardiness and valor, The chief is 
most honorable of all ordinaries. 
The color blue signifies vigilance, 
perseverance, and justice. The cres- 
cent in heraldry is borne on the 
shield by the second son, and on 
our shield denotes that we are the 
second state (Louisiana being the 
first) formed out of the territory 
not within the original territorial 
limits of the United States and ad- 
mitted into the Union. The crescent 
also denotes the growing situation 
of this state as to its inhabitants, 
wealth, power, ete. The color white 
signifies purity and innocence, The 
helmet indicates enterprise and 
hardihood. The one blazoned on 
this coat of arms is that assigned 
to soverigns only. The star ascend- 
ing from a cloud to join the con- 
mounting her difficulties and tak- 
ing her rank among the other 
states of the Union, The support- 
ers, the same powerful animals, 
horne on the shield, which support 
the shield, on which are emblazon- 
ed the arms of the state and of the 
United States, denote, that while 


we support ourselves by our own 
internal strength we are also in 
support of the general government. 
The motto shows that the good of 
the people is the supreme law of 
the state. The numerals under the 
seroll show the date of the corsti- 
tution.” 


Sketch of Burckhartt’s Life 

George Frederick Burekhartt 
was born in Frederick, Maryland, 
in 1782. (He was at the time of his 
death eighty-two years old.) He 
emigrated to Kentucky with his 
father, Christopher Frederick 
Burckhartt, who was a soldier of 
the Revolutionary War. His grand 
parents came from Rhenish Ger- 
many. His mother was Wlizabeth 
Hobbs of Maryland. 


He was married to Ruth Dorsey 
in Elizabeth, Kentucky, 1803, who 
came from an old and highly 
respected family of Maryland. In 
1816 he came with his family to 
Missouri from Louisville, Kentucky, 
on a keel-boat, landing on the spot 
where the town of Chariton was 
located by Duff Green, who came 
the next, year, Green became the 
first postmaster of the new town, 
and soon he established the first. 
mail stage line west of the Missis- 
sippi. George FP. Burckhartt was 
made the first Justice of the Peace. 
lis handwriting is plainly read- 
able on the Chariton county re- 
cords at Keytesville, and those of 
Howard county at Fayette, as far 
back as 1818. Duff Green became 
a very influential man and rapidly 
rose to national prominence in 
United State government. affairs. 
He and George I, Burckhartt re- 
mained life long friends, serving 
together in the early sessions of 
the General Assembly. Duff Green 
was instrumental in securing the 
services of George F. Burekhartt 
for the designing of the Missouri 
State Seal. 

In 1816, the year George Fred- 
erick Burckhartt arrived in Mis- 
souri, his brother Nicholas Selman 
was appointed Sheriff of Howard 
county, which at that time ecom- 


prised one-third the area of the 
State. In 1820 he was chosen as 
a delegate to the Constitutional 
Convention and later he served in 
the General Assembly as a Repre- 
sentative and as Senator from 
Howard county. 

The brothers were very popular 
and influential citizens of Howard 
county. George F. Burckhartt serv- 
ed five terms as Representative in 
the General Assembly, represent- 
ing Chariton and Randolph coun- 
ties. During Missouri’s territorial 
period of statehood which was a 
decade of personal politics, the man 
rather than the party was the first 
consideration of the voters. 


George F, Burckhartt was a life- 
long Whig, and a staunch sup- 
porter of his party. William R. 
Samuel writing in the “Huntsville 
Herald” in 1864 said: “It was no 
empty compliment in those days 
for a Whig as Burckhartt ever was, 
an uncompromising one to the day 
of his death, to be elected to posi- 
tions of honor and trust. In those 
days the Whig party in Randolph 
county, as indeed it was in the 
whole state, was in a woeful minor- 
ity, but it was well known he 
would discharge his duty to his 
country and state, His strong com- 
mon sense, his large fund of ac- 
quired knowledge, much from 
books but more from men, his so- 
cial and moral qualities, his rich 
and unfailing fund of pure original 
anecdotes gave him an_ enviable 
standing in the country.” 


The Whigs, who numbered 
among their party some of the 
most able men in the state, fol- 
lowed Henry Clay, and faovred the 
United States Bank and the Pro- 
tective tariff, The Whig party was 
Strongest in St. Louis county, 
among the banks and merchants, 
and among the big slave owners 
in the river-slave countries. The 
Burekhartts were large land own- 
ers and held many slaves. William 
Henry Harrison was the only Whit 
to be elected President of the Uni- 
ted States. George F. Burckhartt 


knew William Henry Harrison per- 
sonally, having served under him 
during the war of 1812, as Ser- 
geant Major in the Third Kentucky 
Militia. 

George F. Buckhartt, imbued 
with the patriotism of his Revolu- 
tionary sire, followed General 
Harrison, along with the Kentucky 
contingent volunteers of which he 
was one, from the gloomy shades 
of melancholy River Raisue to the 
culminating triumph of Tippecanoe, 
The fighting with the English sol- 
diery and the savage allies, along 
the northwestern frontiers with 
tomahawk and scalping knife, was 
bloody and fierce. 

George F, Burckhartt being in 
the prime of life and patriotic to the 
core, took an active part in the 
affairs of the government both in 
Kentucky and Missouri. It is 
thought by many that he suggested 
the motto “United We Stand, Di- 
vided We Fall,” which he incor- 
porated in the design for the Mis- 
souri State Seal. This fact is signi- 
ficant. since Kentucky is the only 
other state in the Union whose 
seal bears the same motto, 

George Frederick Burckhartt 
died March 24, 1864, at his home in 
New Franklin, Howard county, hav- 
ing returned ten years before from 
Randolph County to the county in 
which he had first lived on coming 
to Missouri nearly fifty years be- 
fore. He and his wife, Ruth Dor- 
sey, were buried near Moberly in 
the Burekhartt burying ground, 

Arrangements have been made 
by Mrs. George Ella Miller to have 
the remains removed to Howard 
county, interment to be made in 
Mount Pleasant cemetery, near 
New Franklin, where many mem- 
bers of the Burekhartt family are 
buried. Mount Pleasant cemetery 
is said to be the oldest Protestant 
cemetery west of St. Louis. 

Proof Too Strong to Deny 

The origin of the Missouri 
State Seal should be a matter of 
historic interest to all citizens of 
the state. The authorship of the 


State Seal has long been a moot 
question. Opinions have been ad- 
vaneed by many and conjectures 
made by some historians, none of 
which, however, serve to establish 
the authorship of the State Seal.) 

We have now proved conclusively 
that George F. Burckhartt design- 
ed the State Seal. This proof falls 
into two classes: 

1. Personal evidence as given by 
Mrs. George Ella Miller, grand- 
daughter; Mrs. Betty Talbot, Miss 
Betty Burckhartt, great nieces; and 
other relatives named in the article; 
and by personal friends, Mr. Wal- 
ter C. Knaus and W. T. Dameron; 
and the written statement of men 
like Dean Walter Williams, Dr. C. 
H. McClure and Hon. Perry F. 
Roeder, 

2. Circumstantial evidence shows 


A. The State Seal was designed 
by some one outside the General 
Assembly. 

B. We know the State Seal had 
to be designed by a man of learn- 
ing. Burekhartt was such a man. 

8. The general belief by his rela- 


tives, friends and contemporaries 
that George F, Burckhartt designed 
State Seal. 

4, The evidence too strong to 
deny. 

Missouri state history, as we all 
know, is yet an unfinished docu- 
ment. Each year many interesting 
experiences are being recorded 
which serve to link up various in- 
cidents in such an authentic man- 
ner that the facts narrated become 
history of the most reliable source. 
When traditions are found that are 
vibrant after more than one hun- 
dred years have passed and there 
are those persons living who can 
substantiate the evidence, the same 
must be accepted unless proved 
false, 

The integrity of those who have 
given testimony and of those who 
have stated beliefs is beyond ques- 
tion, Such evidence is convincing 
and cannot be refuted; all of which 
gives confidence in the belief that 
George Frederick Burekhartt was 
the designer of the State Seal. 
—Reprint, Warrensburg Standard- 
Herald, April 19, 1929. 


GEORGE F. BURCKHARTT 
Designer of Missouri State Seal 


